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Abstract : This paper presented a regional analysis on farming behaviors of farmers in Three Gorges Reser-
voir Area. The analysis was based on a survey of 45 citrus growers and 45 cereal growers by participatory
rural appraisal. Based on the analysis of the effects of farm size and growers’ education on the production
of citrus and cereals, the authors discussed the grower’s choice of farming behaviors in the adjustment of
agricultural structure. The results showed that there was a pronounced positive correlation between per unit
area yield and farm size among citrus growers whereas no such relationship among cereal growers. Farm-
ers’ education did not influence per unit area yield and returns of cereal growers, but it did influence cit-
rus growers. Citrus growers receiving higher education tended to obtain a higher per unit area yield and,
hence, a higher return. Therefore, growing citrus demands more for growers’ techniques than growing ce-
reals. With the development of citrus industry in Three Gorges Reservoir area and the improvement in
farmer’ s education, it was inevitable that the orchard sizes will be increased due to higher margins from
growing oranges than growing cereals. It was suggested that the wills of the growers must be respected to
protect their benefit during agriculture structure adjustment.

Key words: Agricultural structure adjustment ; Small cropping behavior ; Participatory rural appraisal ; Three
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